(The John Howell Memorial Meeting)-The British (LSW) Throwers
Decathlon Championships 2007.
REPORT.
              After the weather in June the forecast for Saturday 7th July 2007 was not promising. Jean and I arrived at about 8.30 am., - shortly followed by Dan (to help on his day off-putting out and moving equipment and generally resolving any problems relating to validation of equipment etc.-Well done and thanks again Dan!!). Dave Kuester had spent the night on the upper car park (in camper van) and so he arrived shortly thereafter. I must apologize for the change of date, - next year I will see to it that those who want to compete in these Championships can do so!! Anyway, having set up the banner competitors started to arrive and judges – including Kevin Sproston replete  with turned over ankle,- which was treated by me and a little help from the Red Cross.

   Athletes had arrived by about 9.20 am. and by now Jean had ‘set up shop’- only Joe from Dublin was missing as we decided to run one pool and started a little late to allow Joe to arrive. The Hammer was first and Joe turned up during round one and was immediately in the ‘fray’. The weather turned out to be the best for a few weeks in Stoke – on – Trent and as event followed event the chat and helpfulness from one competitor to another was really good, - one competitor commenting later that “the atmosphere and happy friendliness during the Championships was a fitting tribute to your brother ,-John..” was good to hear and much appreciated by me and the Howell family- here and abroad. Six events before lunch and four after, we finished with stein (stone) and were all back at the pavilion ahead of schedule at 4.15 pm.,-waiting for results. Meanwhile the lottery for July was drawn by Graham Roberts (M75) and on receipt of the results Championship medals were awarded and highest points score prizes (donated by members). We said our goodbyes and thank-you’s and were away by 5.00 pm. Not Jean and I who had some packing up to do. However, a good day was had by all and we look forward to the next time this event is scheduled to take place in July 2008.                                                                    (C.S.S.H.-12.07.07).    
