MMTG Throws Fest 2007. VENUE: Northwood. (STADIUM),
                      STOKE-ON-TRENT. ST1 6PA. UK.
                            29th. SEPTEMBER 2007.
REPORT.
      The day started gray but bright as Jean and I unshackled the main gate and gates to the stadium. By the time the trusty and helpful Dan arrived, we had put up the club banner. I discussed with Dan the need for equipment to be at each event location at the start as all pools would be kept apart for obvious health and safety reasons. At the same time he opened up the pavilion and Jean and I ‘set up shop’-done by 09.15! Barbara and Wendy (from the very south of the UK), arrived having started their journey ten minutes earlier from a local hotel!! Competitors started to arrive at a pace.
       I make the following point(s) as this will affect us in ‘Throws Fests’/some of the other meetings put on by MMTG in future. Hugh and I were joint referees on the day, - with the measuring and recording taken mainly by competing athletes (many of whom are qualified judges-including myself!)-Taking as much care with health and safety issues as is possible, - AND it MUST be EMPHASIZED as we as throws athletes and MMTG always DO! MMTG will as a result of Saturday the 29th. SEPTEMBER, seek advice and implement any health and safety constraints put on us in the U.K. After all it is the U.K. where we are based-any more does not need to be said. Only that your full support now and in the future with regard to the above is assumed.
    Back to the throws fest. The three pools progressed around the events and most had finished by 4.30 ish. Pool “B” including myself finished at about 5.15pm.
     We repaired to the pavilion and I had a chat with the membership and guests while Hugh and John (Wild) sorted out their borrowed equipment with Dan- so that they could take it home.

     Hugh then gave an address in which he gave his opinion on the day and I think every body agreed that the day had been a success and was enjoyed by all present. Hugh then drew the lottery ball for September. With my assistance Hugh presented the medals and we then as group said our goodbyes and made for home.As we were departing Photographs were taken- some of which you will find on the website with this report.

      Jean, in the background as the presentations went on, packed up ‘shop’ – away into the car and took time to take some team photos. She had been in the pavilion all day collecting monies from members for subs., T-shirts, food and drink, seeing off strangers- single handed. So unobtrusive was she that wives/partners of some of the group who are Jeans friends, did not know she was there and would no doubt have been into the pavilion for a chat had they have known she was there. Anyway, without a doubt the meeting would not have been as memorable or as seamlessly executed without her help and on your behalf I thank her for her tireless support –away from the ‘fun’-without her we (and I) would be lost. THANKS Jean! Jean and I were the last to leave at 6.30pm. - Saying ‘cheerio’ to Carl –the duty Manager, who proceeded to lock up the main gate as we left.
      To conclude, - did I mention the weather during the day? It was glorious and the comments from members to Jean and myself were ones of enjoyment and appreciation. This is now a regular fixture. See you all in September 2008!
 Clive S.S. Howell (Organizer of MMTG Throws Fest 2007)

P.S. Having gone through the stats./data thrown up by the throws fest- all competitors will be pleased in some way- well done everyone!!        [C.S.S.H. 08.10.07] 
