                       MMTG Hammer Decathlon Championships 2008.

                   REPORT.
Of the six or so day’s of ‘good’ weather I recall in 2008- this was one of them. The day was excellent for throwing,- with perhaps a little too much sun,- just call me ‘beetroot’!
Jean and I arrived for these inaugural Championships before 09.30am. and found Brian and Beryl already at Northwood’s main entrance. Having pre-organised the Championships- we had started with event 1, a little after 10.30am. Event went on to event and as we did so some suggested improvements progression wise for the future. Needless to say I have taken note and next years Championships will reflect this.
Numerous World Best Performance’s(WBP)/World Records(WR)- (which are the same thing,- depending on how you look at Masters Athletics), were set at these Championships.
In particular, a ‘World Class’ Masters performance by John Pearson (M40)- with a score of 8660 points,-well done John!
A feature of all MMTG events,- Championships or not,- is how competitors help out to ‘move things along’ and these Championships were no exception. Thanks to all but particular mention should be given to Andy Ibbitson, Brian Sumner, Mike Burling’s wife and the StokeA.C. Hammer squad members present,-Jake Corbishley, Jake Downward and Rob Dean and to complete the set of helpers from the Burling family,-Ray Burling.
Unknown to most of those competing, I was under ‘pressure’ from centre staff (this wont happen again!!!),- who wanted to get ‘off site a.s.a.p’ and so at the Championships conclusion- the sorting of results and their publication and presentation of Championship medals,- was fairly frenetic and not in the true spirit of MMTG end of meeting ‘get-togethers’-APOLOGIES!
Apart from this- a good day was had by all and as promised to centre staff,- Jean and I were the last to leave at 05.30pm.- well 05.32pm., actually!
We hope for similar conditions next year. We shall not have the time constraints in 2009!

( C.S.S.H.-MMTG Chairman/Sec./Treasurer(15.09.08))
