MMTG Throws Fest 2009.
REPORT.
Prior to the competition on Saturday,- Jean and I sorted out all the equipment on Thursday.  Friday morning was spent doing the initial marking out for all throws locations by Graham our Vice-Chairman and myself,- which Danny and his assistant (centre staff) ‘chalked’.
Jean and I arrived at 08.35 am on the day to find Alan Dean and Jake C. already there and they along with Graham and Ian Miller with a little assistance from me, did the final set up.
Competition started at about 10.00am,- the pools moving from event to event and Alan Dean doing a great job assisting at the hammer and hammer type events location. I did not get much time to observe but when I did all competitors were helping out judging, passing comments of encouragement and enjoying themselves,- which as well as sampling a large number of different throws on the day is what the end of season MMTG Throws fest is about. This observation was echoed by Hugh,- who in post competition conversation agreed also that there was slightly too much to do in one day with a large field (25+ out of an expected 30+) Those of us who compete abroad and said so in regard to the events taking two or three day’s when twelve events of this type are involved. This as referred to earlier is however competitive but non the less NOT a Championships. I have taken note however, and next year the Iron Slingball Tri-athlon will be dropped being replaced by the individual event.
Despite no rest periods being timetabled some had them and some minor ‘log-jams’ developed but this was well resolved by the pools concerned. Next year depending on numbers we may run four pools to help things move on a pace a little more but when all is said despite finishing later than expected a good day was had by all. Pool B including myself got involved in a minor log-jam and so as other pools finished I suggested to Jean and Hugh that they present medals to those who had finished ad-hoc so that they could get away and avoid the local queues of premier league football traffic. Once we had all finished and medals had been presented most of us were away. It was an Idea of mine to present Alan Dean with a medal on this occasion for his tremendous help throughout a long day and on members behalf this was accepted very modestly. To conclude I would like to thank everyone who helped in any way for their support at what has become an annual end of year fixture. I think as ever our thanks go to Jean who in the background was acting as policewoman (unwanted visitors), collector of money, maintaining the supply of hot drinks etc.
Jean and I were the last to leave at 06.05pm after a long day ,tired but reflecting on another ‘good’ day. 

Clive S.S. Howell
( Chairman and Organizer of MMTG Throws Fest 2009)
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