Report on the John Howell Memorial Meeting, The BRITISH(LSW) Throwers Decathlon Championships-2010.

Held at: Northwood Stadium-ST1 6PA on 25.07.10

The day appeared to promise good weather and we were not disappointed. Although the track was completely hired by us  for the day (for obvious reasons)- a few ignorant local athletes/supervisor? who could not read or did not care, were generally moved off with little effort. One neredowell saying he was asked to go aggressively (politely I would say) as we know competing at this level requires a little more determination than that required for tiddly winks and childrens athletics. The person obviously had no idea nor did his charge-lets leave it at that! Other pools on asking youngsters to leave again had no problems.The meeting started well over half an hour late as myself (but mainly the set up team of Alan, Rob, Jake & Nick) put in order the petty vandalism of the previous night.
Once started the weather and competition was good. With equipment away lottery results obtained ,and results in hand, the medals were presented to the 30 (29) competitors on the day. We were all away before 05.00pm.- not bad since our early morning set back!
Every body helped in a positive way and contributed to the meetings successful outcome BUT particular thanks go to Alan Dean-set up-judging and set down, plus Rob, Nick and Jake- Lisa Goodwin for delivering result sheets to Jean –all day-Pat Higgins who ran the pool with the largest number of competitors- Ian Miller for running pool “C” and Dave Burrell for help judging and getting all pool “B” to move it along with event completion- which with an expensive hire bill will help defray costs.
Finally a special thank-you to my wife Jean as ever and to our daughter, Alison-who was principal guest of the day,- representing her late Uncle John. Alison drew the monthly lottery and presented the Championship medals- this being well received by all.
We look forward to these Championships in 2011!

Clive S.S. Howell  (Chairman and MAIN organizer-MMTG)
                                           
                                                                               [26.07.10]
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