Midland Masters Weight Pentathlon Championships 2007.
          Royal Sutton Coldfield: Saturday 19th.May 

REPORT. The weather report was for blustery showers.

Jean and I arrived at about 8.20am. to a slightly blustery vista- but no rain! Andrew Goode-Man of many talents at the club,-had already arrived and whilst Jean busied herself with taking brewing materials-t-shirts-admin guff into the clubhouse, I sorted out with Andrew,-the use of MMTG validation stickers and handed over the MMTG heavy hammers. To be honest RSC’s equipment store was impressive, - all virtually new and almost (except heavy hammers) every item of impedimenta you could possibly ever need! Overall, the facilities are first rate and in a superb setting- being part of Sutton Park- the lake, with wild fowl-geese and swans are a joy to see and the flora and fauna to be observed on walks or runs around the lake, - during the seasons is not to be missed,-so I am told they are unique to this area. I digress- it must also be noted that the well appointed track and throwing facilities are part of a leisure complex, - which would do any town or city in the UK proud and as such it can be stated that despite previous intentions it is a ninety-nine percent probability that these championships will with the support of RSC., be held here for many years to come, in May. More of that in the future, - back to the report. Athletes were arriving shortly after we arrived and started to check in their equipment, - while I went to the clubhouse for breakfast and along with Barry (Chairman,RSCAC.) and others helped Jean ‘set up shop’. A slight hiccup with regard to number of judges expected was sorted out with Joan (Referee) and the team gathering by now. Next year I will dot the ‘i’s etc. in this regard. Anyway the judges did a great job on the day, - and were warmly thanked during the champs. and by individuals at the AGM which followed including Ian Miller-M70-who has the experience of competing at a high level for many years. Fortunately, I am able to report neither he or anyone else tested positive for ‘fruit and nut’ on the day! (Attempted joke by Chairman –before champs- and only understood if there on the day).Back to the report. After welcome and introductions,-pool A started at 10.00am. prompt. Things moved on smoothly. The rapport judges-judges, judges-athletes, athletes-athletes and spectators was really good as you would expect. Pegging was used throughout, and the weather although windy was sunny up until the Javelin, - when we had a bit of a shower. Events moved apace and on completion we all went to the clubhouse, - the second pool soon to follow. As the results officer was unavailable, Alison George- w40 competitor-MANY THANKS-Alison, - did the results, while I presented with Jean’s help, - the AGM. to members and members friends and family. The first ‘lottery’ was drawn (WINNER-P.Dutton –Newark-on-Trent-NOTTS.). Then the Championship medals were presented at the end and most seemed to agree ‘the new medals are as good as any European or World medal’ Now I have seen them,-but this comment was from a member who has won them. Surely, this is inspirational stuff and we all hope at MMTG, - that members who aspire to win at European and world level (part of our mission),-will use the good time had by all today to motivate themselves towards this goal if they wish. Finally,we all arranged ourselves under the new MMTG banner for a mini photo shoot (If I can get the sizing right a photo will accompany this report). We said our ‘goodbyes’ and members started to leave. This left Jean and I to dismantle- tidy up- load the car-lock up!

  As we drove home to Stafford ,- in conversation we both agreed- the day went well –everybody seemed to be enjoying themselves. Yes, thanks to all members for making our day such that we both are looking forward to May 2008, and more of the same.

                                                      (C.S.S.H.-22.05.07)     
